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From the Interim Executive Director: 

This issue of the Yale-China Review presents a broad overview of the Association, including 
financial statements and sections on our health, education, arts, and community activities. 
We have tried to describe our current scope, what we accomplish, and the arc of our work 
—footprint, impact, and a peek into the future.

We do so at this time partly because we are undergoing a leadership transition. Nancy Yao 
Maasbach departed as Executive Director as of January 1, 2015. Our incoming Executive 
Director, David Youtz, started work on June 1. Martha Finn Brooks, Yale ‘81, SOM ‘86, 
completes her service as Chair of the Board of Trustees at the meeting June 19. Yale-China 
has made significant progress in the last five years in restoring our financial health, 
expanding and rationalizing our programs, and deepening our partner relationships.

We are also aware that the U.S.-China relationship—deep, multifaceted, and dynamic—has 
never been more central to a wide range of regional and global issues. In that context, 
our mission of enabling Chinese and Americans to learn and serve together is part of the 
foundation of the bilateral relationship. We both nurture individual growth and develop 
institutional capability. We build mutual respect and understanding at a people-to-people 
level and also through long term partnerships, extending over a century in mainland China 
and over sixty years in Hong Kong. 

The Association is now poised to take a considered look at how we should change and 
grow in the next ten year period. We invite your support and participation as we go forward.

Sincerely,

Christian F. Murck
Interim Executive Director  

From the Chair:

As you read the reflections contained in this issue, you will get a delightful taste of the 
impact this small organization continues to have on individuals and institutions from both 
sides of the Pacific. Deep educational experiences and exchanges are engaging almost 90 
people this year, not including the thousands of student beneficiaries. Blossoming arts 
programs are giving voice to cultural nuances and teaching thousands to appreciate the 
history and background of others. Long-running medical programs are impacting health 
outcomes in hard-to-reach rural areas and changing the way medicine is practiced. In 
addition, over my past few years as Chair, I have witnessed a dramatic movement towards 
true two-way collaboration in our programs and project development, sources of financial 
and in-kind resources, leadership, and impact. We expect our Association members and 
program participants to become part of a growing group of citizens and leaders from 
China and the United States who have a deep and nuanced understanding of the other 
side, people who will be ready to voice the argument for collaboration when others push 
for conflict. Even now in an atmosphere of political negativity, we are welcome in China 
and more needed than ever to do our work.

It is impossible to communicate all that I have learned in service of and with the Yale-
China Association since my first exposure in 1981 as a somewhat naïve and certainly 
inexperienced Yale grad with big dreams over two years in Changsha. For nearly 35 years, 
I have been energized, intellectually challenged, and inspired to learn more, to serve more 
by my friends and colleagues who are the Members of the Yale-China Association. I am 
thankful to have been a small part of this 114-year history. I am excited to see what our 
wonderful new leader, David Youtz, together with our members and trustees will bring 
for the future. Even as I write, our trustees are meeting with a wide range of leaders and 
thinkers to discern new needs, and develop new and more powerful ways to apply our 
unique assets—which include the brainpower and energy of the Yale community and a 
lengthy and impressive history of relationships and results in China.

As my trustee and Chair term draws to a close this year, I can confidently look forward to 
the next chapters. I encourage all of you to get more engaged…you won’t regret it.

Martha Finn Brooks
Chair, Yale-China Association
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4 Introduction
The Yale-China Association has always been 
externally focused on our work with Chinese people 
and institutional partners, but based firmly within 
the community of Yale University and its alumni, 
particularly alumni of our programs. At Yale, we 
partner with many parts of the University such as the 
Council for East Asian Studies, School of Medicine, 
School of Nursing, School of Public Health, School 
of Forestry and Environmental Studies, School of 
Drama, School of Art, School of Architecture, School 
of Music, Center for International and Professional 
Experience, and Career Services. We benefit directly 
and gratefully from services provided by Yale Facilities, 
Yale Endowment Management, Yale IT Support, Yale 
Health Center and others. 

In the last ten years, one of the most striking changes 
in our Association has been the greater extent to 
which we are grounded in the broader New Haven 
community as well as in the University. Among our 
local partners are the Office of the Mayor, the New 
Haven Department of Police Services (who make 
the annual Lunarfest celebration possible by closing 
several blocks of Whitney Avenue for Lion dancers), 
the New Haven Museum, New Haven Reads, 
New Haven Public Schools, our near neighbor the 
Educational Center for the Arts, the International 
Festival of Arts & Ideas, Leeway, and Marrakech to 
list a few. These partnerships allow Yale-China to 
help organize events for the general public such as 
Lunarfest, the Cheongsam Ball, and the Fireside Chat 
Series. We receive help from volunteers and interns 
without which we would not be able to manage these 
activities. We are thereby able to enhance cultural 
understanding between China and the U.S. at home 
in New Haven, giving expression to the University’s 
relationship to our host city.

Fireside Chats
Now in its fifth year, Yale-China’s Fireside Chats have 
become a community staple, touching hundreds 
of people in the Yale and greater New Haven 
communities and broadening their understanding of 
China. The series spotlights interesting topics in a 
diverse range of fields through intimate conversations 
featuring thought leaders. The topics extend beyond 
the more prosperous coastal areas of China to touch 
China’s heart and hinterland. Nick Frisch, a past guest 
speaker, states that the series is “a wonderful resource 
for the community to better understand the multiple 
viewpoints about, and within, China today” while 
Liwen ZHU, Fireside Chat participant, believes they 
“help [her] to form a deeper and well-rounded view of 
[her] motherland.” It provides a space that encourages 
dialogue among community members and experts in 
U.S.-China related topics. 

Interns, Externs, and Volunteers
Inspiring people to learn and serve together starts 
at various stages in one’s life and career. Thus 
Yale-China offers year round opportunities for all 

community members through New Haven based 
internships, externships, and volunteer positions. Each 
year we host high school students from New Haven 
Academy, Amity High School, and Amistad High 
School, alongside Yale University undergraduates, 
as interns. These semester and summer internships 
provide both high school and college students with 
an encouraging environment to develop and hone 
professional skills, through a combination of staff 
interactions and exploratory projects. Partnering with 
the Asian American Community Center (AACC) we 
invite six Yale undergraduates as AACC-YCA Spring 
Break Externs to shadow staff during their spring 
break. This program affords the externs with a short-
term, hands-on, carefully monitored experience of 
day-to-day organizational workflow. We are especially 
appreciative of our core group of volunteers, who 
dedicate their time as extra helping hands in order to 
serve our community locally and abroad. 

Tree Planting Ceremony
On April 23, 2015 the City of New Haven honored 
a select group of organizations via a tree planting 
ceremony. Yale-China was among the community 
groups dubbed the “Spiritual Gardeners” of the City 
of New Haven. We like being in New Haven, a lively, 
diverse place where culture and the arts are valued. 

Reflections on the Yale-China  
New Haven-Based Internship
I wasn’t sure, when I first started working at 
Yale-China in October, whether I would be in 
over my head, or even if I was qualified, since I 
had never been involved with Yale-China before. 
Honestly, I was so excited that I had found such a 
perfect opportunity that fit my passions as an art 
history major interested in curatorial work and Asian 
art, that I started applying the moment I finished 
reading the internship description. 

In the past six months working under the supervision 
of the Yale-China staff, I have come to realize that 
my fears were completely unfounded. The entire 
atmosphere of Yale-China is extremely welcoming, 
and it shows in the involvement of the Association 
in numerous communities, whether in New Haven 
or in China. What has left the strongest impression 
on me (so far) is the Association’s dedication to 
education. In addition to the various Yale-China 
programs centered on mentorship, I have also 
personally felt the spirit of education through 
the way the staff always turns my internship 
assignments into learning experiences, rather than 
just tasks to complete. They are genuinely dedicated 
to making sure I get as much out of the internship as 
they can possibly provide. This is why I always look 
forward to Wednesday afternoons – I know that I 
will be working on something that is meaningful 
and educational.

–Doris Lin, Arts Intern 2014-2015

annie lin
Senior Program Officer, Arts

magdaline lawhorn
 Operations Associate

community
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Cheongsam Ball
It started as a tiny fundraising idea that has developed into an annual 
gathering, a “friendraiser.” Now in its fourth year, the Cheongsam Ball helps 
connect all of Yale-China’s members from the avid Fireside Chat attendee to 
the Yale-China Teaching Fellows in celebrating the lunar new year. 

“What an evening! A great mix of many generations of Yale 
Alumni and guests, super food, a great bar, loads of fascinating 
information on Yale-China’s current work, and fabulous music 
and dance opportunities.” — Johnson Flucker (Yale ‘80) 

The Cheongsam Ball in February 2015 attracted 160 guests to the New Haven 
Lawn Club to honor the work of Nancy Yao Maasbach, who had concluded 
her term as Executive Director in January.

Lunarfest 2015
Lunarfest is a collaborative effort in its fourth year. Yale-China works with the 
Council on East Asian Studies at Yale University and New Haven Museum to 
sponsor this free community event. Lunarfest is a day-long event offering arts 
and cultural programs for adults and children of all ages in celebration of the 
lunar new year, kicking off with the Lion Dance down Whitney Avenue! The 
event features the Wan Chi Ming Hung Gar Institute’s lion dance troupe as 
they bring good luck and prosperity to New Haven merchants and community 
members as they lead the parade procession. During the parade special 
performances by local performers take place, such as Yale Wushu, Southern 
Connecticut Chinese School troupe, Connecticut Yankee Chorus, and ECA’s 
Repertory Dance Company. After the parade we invite the community inside 
for a series of Chinese arts and culture workshops, talks, and demonstrations, 
which include: Wushu, music, fan dancing, ribbon dancing, painting, 
calligraphy, arts and crafts, culinary demonstrations, and more.

Lunarfest 2015, a celebration of the Chinese New Year, 
featured the Wan Chi Ming Hung Gar Institute’s lion dance 
troupe parading down Whitney Avenue in New Haven.
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What defines a Yale-China Education Program?
Each consists, at its core, of a transformative service learning 
experience. We strive to make a difference in the skills and 
later lives of participants and their students. Program design 
emphasizes building mutual respect, ongoing participation, 
and long term institutional partnerships.

Offerings fall into three tracks: one- and two-year fellowships, 
academic year exchanges, and summer internships—yet 
for whatever slice of time Yale-China engages participants 
directly, we hope the impact ripples through their lives.

For most of the last century, for most people in most places, 
one program has served as the main representation of Yale-
China’s work: the Bachelor program, which began sending 
recent Yale College graduates to teach in Changsha, Hunan 
in 1909 and has evolved into the Yale-China Teaching 
Fellowship. Today eight Teaching Fellows are chosen every 
year for two-year assignments at four sites: Yali Middle School 
in Changsha, where it all began; The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong’s New Asia College, beginning in 1956; Lingnan 
(University) College at Sun Yat-sen University’s Zhuhai 
campus; and the Xiuning Middle School in rural Anhui 
Province. The Teaching Fellow program has expanded from 
four at one site to sixteen at four sites, but expansion is 
not the whole story. Work in education has also developed 
significantly beyond the Teaching Fellowship, branching 
out to constitute a portfolio of programs referred to as the 
education program area.

Three years ago, a Chinese Teaching Fellowship was added, 
bringing Chinese teachers from Yali Middle School to teach 
the Chinese language in the New Haven public schools. 
This coming academic year, two Fellows from The Chinese 
University of Hong Kong will teach in Louisville, KY.

In September, the first Guizishan Fellows will go to Central 
China Normal University (CCNU) in Wuhan for an academic 
year centered on a research project and part-time teaching. 
We are tapping a pool of graduate students or post-doctoral 
researchers who want to draw on the academic resources of 
CCNU. This marks a resumption of Yale-China’s relationship 
with CCNU, which goes back to 1929 when Yale-China 
contributed to the teaching of science there. 

The Yale University—New Asia (YUNA) program invites eight 
Yale College students and eight New Asia students to spend 
a large part of their extracurricular time doing independent 
research on a mutually agreed topic, this year Sovereignty 
and Society. In February, the New Asia students visit the Yale 

campus, hosted by their counterparts for a series of faculty 
and community meetings, followed by short trips to Boston 
and Washington, DC. During the Yale spring break, the Yale 
students travel to Hong Kong for a visit hosted by the New 
Asia group. YUNA, notable for its intellectual seriousness 
and for being self-directed by the students, is in its twenty-
second year. For reasons not entirely understood in New 
Haven, but warmly embraced, former participants refer to 
themselves as Old Biscuits.

A similar, more recent academic year exchange is between 
Lingnan (University) College and Yale, familiarly known 
as L(U)CY. L(U)CY focused this year on Corporate Social 
Responsibility and Population Growth.

Yale-China’s summer Community Service Internship 
program organizes pairs of interns, one from Hong Kong 
or mainland China, one from Yale. They work as a team for 
one month in an agency in New Haven and then go to Hong 
Kong for a month in an agency working in the same field. The 
opportunity is to gain direct experience in the way cultural 
context and social needs matter in shaping best practices. 

Taken together, these programs engage eighty-six 
participants each year.

As Yale-China looks to the future and considers the 
constantly evolving state of America, China, and the space 
in between the two, a blend of gradual adjustments and 
larger steps will be used to maintain the relevance of the 
education program portfolio—particularly with respect 
to the overarching goal of building trust and mutual 
understanding. 

On the post-program side, Yale-China continues to broaden 
and intensify its alumni engagement activity through the 
Yali Society. With chapters in Boston, Chicago, Washington, 
Hong Kong, New Haven, New York, San Francisco, 
Singapore, and the Twin Cities, the alumni association is 
ready to expand beyond former Teaching Fellows to include 
former students of Teaching Fellows and former participants 
(both American and Chinese) from other programs. 

We are engaged in people-to-people exchanges that 
offer challenging, rewarding experiences but also build 
institutional ties and capabilities. We have both an 
immediate focus on what participants are doing, on the 
quality of their work, on specific benefits to both sides and a 
long-term perspective in which partnerships lasting decades, 
create new opportunities to work together.

brendan woo
Senior Program Officer, Education

leslie stone
Director for Hong Kong and  

Director of Education

zijie peng
Manager, Greater China and  

Senior Program Officer, Education

education

This chart shows the number 
of primary participants in each 
education program, capturing 
both those who go to China 
and those who come to the 
United States. They will each 
make connections to many 
more individuals over the 
course of their cross-cultural 
learning experiences.

30
L(U)CY 

Exchange

12
Community 

Service 
Exchange

2
Guizishan 
Fellowship 20

Yale-China 
Teaching 

Fellowship

16
YUNA 

Exchange
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Looking Back 

Continued on next page
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回首雅礼 

I remember there was no class like that in 

which EVERY student enjoyed EVERY 

minute of the class and the class was full of 

serious discussions as well as laughter. For the 

first time I discovered that we do not have 

to have a standard answer (or not even an 

answer!) for every question. Furthermore, 

we didn’t have to distinguish students by 

their “academic ability” (or English ability 

in that course), and the most important 

thing is participation! Now that after so 

many years, when we have university 

reunion gatherings, many of students 

still miss Jeremy’s sincerity and passion 

as a teacher and obviously he had a 

great impact to so many of us. For 

me, now that I am also a teacher 

myself, I always remember to 

encourage students’ participation 

in class and trying my best to 

motivate them, and trusting every 

student’s mind can be broadened 

if we teach them to think more 

critically and openly. 

OU Dongshu, Lingnan (University) 

College, Sun Yat-sen University student 

of Teaching Fellow Jeremy Rappeleye, 

2001; now Assistant Professor in the 

Faculty of Education, CUHK, with her 

students

YUNA was the highlight of my undergraduate experience at Yale, orienting 
me on an exciting path toward a personal and 
professional life focused on East Asia. I’ve spent the past four years living in Singapore 

working for Google Asia Pacific, which involves occasional (and highly anticipated!) 
visits to Hong Kong. Lively discussions about 
the territory’s political future that began ten 
years ago in the canteens of New Asia College 
and on hikes through Sai Kung Peninsula continue to this very day with the same crew 

of Biscuits in the crowded coffee shops of Central, remaining as pertinent as ever. The 
YUNA theme in 2003-2004 was “Law and 
Society”, and as fate would have it, it was a 
particularly momentous time to be studying 
the legal developments of Asia’s world city, 
given the Article 23 protests and increasingly 
vocal demands for universal suffrage. We visited corners of Hong Kong that would feature prominently in international news in 

the years that followed, including the august 
halls of LegCo, the Police Headquarters, and 
even the inside of a maximum-security prison 
on Lantau Island. These experiences left a very 
profound and lasting imprint on my thinking 
as Hong Kong’s British past gives way to a 
Chinese future.
Adam Click, YUNA 2004, Yale ‘05; now Regional Business 

Manager, Google Asia Pacific and Regional Coordinator, Yali 

Society of Singapore

It’s hard to believe now, 
but when I first got to Hong 
Kong with Yale-China the only 
convenient way to actually see 
China was to rent binoculars 
from the Hakka ladies who kept 
ducks down the road and peer 
across Tolo Harbor. We could 
not visit. China was closed. 
But those Yale-China years on 
its doorstep pulled me into 
an incredible life. I came to 
understand so much about the 
culture that would soon come 
booming up in China. I made 
deep, real friendships that 
were about so much more than 
commerce. I stayed on in Hong 
Kong to take my first job in 
journalism, at the South China 
Morning Post. Before I even 
finished my Yale-China work I 
was doing my first broadcasting, 
on Hong Kong television with 
TVB-Pearl. In Run Run Shaw’s 
old Diamond Hill studios I was 
moonlighting, scripting and 
dubbing old bootlegged kung-fu 
films from the mainland that we 
sold around the world. Those 
Yale-China years were electric, 
romantic, extraordinary. They 
gave me insight, confidence 
and exceptional intimacy with 
another world. They were at 
the heart of ten years I spent 
in Asia, and at the heart of 
a cherished life and deeply 
satisfying career. 
Tom Ashbrook, Teaching Fellow, 1977-79, New Asia College; 
now journalist and host of the NPR show On Point



Chinese Teaching Fellows on their Homestay Experiences
Ada and Crystal with their host families celebrating Ada’s birthday.

This is the second year of the Chinese Teaching Fellowship. Two 
teachers from Yali schools in Changsha, Crystal HUANG Ying and 
Ada ZHENG Li have been teaching in New Haven Public Schools 
while living in homestays and auditing classes. Both shared words 
of thanks for their amazing homestay hosts, Kim and Mike Rogers 
and Trina, Steve, Liam, and Quinn Machesney.

Being able to stay with my wonderful host family for a whole 
school year is the most fantastic part in my fellowship. 
The Rogers are more than GREAT! I’m in good hands 
and feel at home not only for they help me a lot but 
also, more significantly, for they have enlightened and 
inspired me with their generosity, kindness and hospitality.  
I feel like part of the family as I am always invited to join 
their family parties and events, which expands my cultural 
perspective and experience. I still remember when I came back 
from NYC on a snowstorm night, they stayed up till midnight 

to make sure I was home safe and sound. Although I miss 
my parents very much, their love and care help to relieved my 
homesickness a lot.  – Crystal HUANG

If asked what’s the thing impressed me most here during 
this experience, I will say it’s my host family. They talk to me 
as part of the family everyday so that I won’t feel lonely. They 
invite me to all kinds of activities so I get more opportunities 
to experience more of the US. They are always there ready to 
help me out so I feel supported every time when I am facing 
difficulties or in low spirit. They treat me as friends and family. 
How I appreciate! The Machesneys are kind and generous. 
They live in a happy life and always bring happiness to others. 
They respect the Chinese culture though sometimes it is very 
different from their own. They encourage me with new ideas 
about life. They tried everything to make me feel home! 

– Ada ZHENG

8

Through YUNA, I got to know the most diverse and 

intellectual group of people I met in university. YUNA old 

biscuits are passionate about current affairs, and interested 

to explore subject matters that may not be related to what 

they major in. They tend not to settle for mediocrity, but 

constantly try to enrich their lives with new experiences. 

Their footprints are global. 

This is in stark contrast to the kind of life medical student 

or young doctors are being pushed into, one filled with 

exams, stressful clerkships, overnight duty, and specialist 

training. At every YUNA reunion, old biscuits share their 

recent adventures with the rest of the group, relay news 

from the biscuits scattered across various continents and 

draw me into the much larger world outside of the hospital 

with their stories.

As I am trying to study for the final part of my specialist 

exam before my pager goes off again (yes I am writing 

this on –call), this reflection on my YUNA experience 

definitely put a smile to my face and reminds me exams 

are but a small part of my life, there is so much more to 

explore!
Vivian Lau, YUNA 2005, New Asia College, CUHK graduate; now a resident 

in the Department of Anesthesia and ICU, Prince of Wales Hospital

In the summer of 2008, Monica and I worked 
in Leeway, an AIDS care center in New Haven, 
for a month. Leeway’s mission and the passion of 
its staffs to assist people living with HIV/AIDS 
(PLHIV) revive their lives to the fullest despite 
their limitations. Coming back to Hong Kong, we 
also conducted a project on AIDS preventive work 
in Red Ribbon Center. These firsthand experiences 
enlightened my awareness for the need of PLHIV 
as well as my passion to serve the social minorities 
in my community. Since then, I participated in 
various research studies and wrote a book chapter 
concerning stigma against PLHIV during my 
university life. It gradually guided me to become 
a clinical psychologist now. From a student to 
a professional, experience from New Asia/Yale 
summer exchange program started my life-long 
mission to serve my fellows. I now work as both 
a practitioner and a researcher to advocate public 
awareness, to reduce public- and self-stigma against, 
and to promote recovery model among different 
social minorities in Hong Kong.Connie Ho, Community Service Exchange 2008 New Asia College 

graduate; now Clinical Psychologist, Po Leung Kuk

Looking Back 回首雅礼 
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One Fellow-driven project that has become an annual tradition draws on the talents 
not only of Yale-China Teaching Fellows, but also their students at Yali Middle 
School and undergraduates in Yale's Building Bridges student group. Fellows at 
Yali lead their students in training and fundraising each year before participating in 
week-long service trip with the Yale students in March. In 2015, the group returned 
to rural Fujian Province to work with elementary and middle school students.

The Yale-China Teaching 
Fellowship, which grew out of a 
need for teachers at the new Yali 
Middle School in 1909, continues 
to thrive at the core of Yale-China's 
education program work. In many 
ways, this program is the most direct 
realization of Yale-China's mission: 
Fellows live in China for two years, 
during which time they are charged 
with learning and inspiring others 
to learn, serving and inspiring others 
to serve. Support for accomplishing 
these tasks comes from Yale-China 
and from each other. Here, the 
Fellows are pictured on Qiyun 
Mountain in Xiuning County, Anhui 
Province, where the fellowship's 
2015 spring conference was held.
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mike packevicz
Interim Director of Health

lucy yang
Senior Program Officer, Health

health Our Footprint
The footprint of Yale-China health programs is not 
large geographically. We have a base in New Haven 
and a strong presence in Changsha, in Fenghuang and 
Huayuan counties, and in Hunan Province generally. In 
addition, we have program work in Kunming, Yunnan 
Province connected to our work in Changsha. Two 
medium-sized cities, and two relatively small counties. 

But when one considers our footprint programmatically, 
the picture broadens. In Changsha, Fenghuang, 
Huayuan, and Kunming, our programs cover medical, 
nursing, and public health disciplines. There are 
medical, nursing, and public health students. There 
are medical residents and practicing physicians who 
are engaged in both research and practice. Moreover, 
while Changsha and Kunming are wealthy urban areas, 
Huayuan and Fenghuang are poorer counties in less-
developed Western Hunan. There, tobacco is one of the 

main cash crops, and the tobacco industry is deeply 
entrenched in the local economy. At Kunming Medical 
University in Yunnan Province, doctors, nurses, and 
researchers are dealing with one of the poorer areas 
in China. Outside of the “big city” of Kunming, the 
trappings of development have only recently come to 
be in evidence. 

From a historical standpoint, what began in 1906 
under Edward Hume as basically a walk-in Western 
medicine clinic has grown into a system comprised of a 
medical school in a comprehensive university (Xiangya 
School of Medicine at Central South University), with 
a connected program at a major medical university in 
Yunnan Province (Kunming Medical University). Thus 
Yale-China’s footprint in China covers large swathes of 
the economic and social diversity in health care and 
health research that is today’s China.

patients touched by these 
Xiangya residents354,000

OUR IMPACT
Yale-China Health Programs by the Numbers

Recent conferences connected  
to Yale-China Programs

patient visits per year received by the 
200+ attendees

Hunan Province Residency Training Conference

243,000

580,000

1,000s

55

4
4

122k

>40
former Chia Fellows living and  
working in China

current Western Hunan Chia  
Fellows in Changsha

incoming Chia Fellows at Yale

patients touched per year by the  
59 current and former Chia Fellows 

Chia advisers at Yale since the 
program's inception in 1998.

China's Population 
Hunan Province .....................................  65.96
Changsha  .................................................... 6.5
Yunnan Province  .................................... 46.31
Kunming  ................................................ 3.035
Patient visits to Xiangya Hospitals per year ...........2.7

Residency Training Program
>3,000 residents since 2007 have  

come under the residency 
training development program 
at Xiangya hospitals

(c. 2011, in millions)

Chia Programs
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Led by former Yale School of Nursing Professor 
and current Yale-China Trustee Ann Williams, with 
leadership at Xiangya provided by former Chia Fellow 
WANG Honghong; talks delivered by Yale-China 
Trustee and Yale School of Nursing Professor Nancy 
Reynolds; Yale-China Trustee and Chair of health 
programs committee Kris Fennie; Yale School of 
Epidemiology and Public Health Associate Professor 
Kaveh Khoshnood; and Yale School of Medicine 
Assistant Professor Carla Marienfeld

Cognitive Behavioral Therapy Conference, October 2014

patient visits per year received by 
the nearly 200 attendees

of patients will be served by the 
approximately 150 medical student 
attendees

Professor Robert Rohrbaugh, Professor Barry Wu, and 
Professor Lei Chen presented at the conference on topics 
related to effective teaching practices with residents. 
Professor Chen also conducted a day-and-a-half long 
workshop on writing research

Chia Fellowship Programs Conference



Our Programs
Chia Fellowship Programs
The Chia Family Foundation Health Fellowships 
Program (Chia Fellowships Program) is designed 
to further the professional careers of Chinese 
women working in the health professions, 
improve community health outcomes in Hunan 
and Yunnan provinces, especially among 
underserved regions and populations, and create 
ties between Yale University faculty and China. 
To date, the 59 current and former Chia Fellows 
are having a tremendous impact on health care 
in Hunan and Yunnan. There are researchers, 
lecturers and professors, chairs of departments, 
and deans of institutions who are influencing not 
only patients, but also students, residents, and 
colleagues through their current work in their 
disciplines.

One woman, Professor YAN Jin, demonstrates 
the sort of career trajectory of many former Chia 
Fellows. Professor Yan came to Yale in 1999 as a 
nurse in the second year of the Chia Fellowship. 
Her work on COPD (chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease) with Professor Marjorie Funk 
at the Yale School of Nursing had effects which 
continue to today. In her own words,

Participating in the Chia Fellowship opened to 
me a new world of study and research. In fact, 
my work today in COPD [chronic obstructive 
pulmonary disease] is based on the help that 
I received from Professor Marjorie Funk when 
I was in New Haven in 1999. At that time, I 

learned how to write English papers and research 
proposals. In 2013, this skill helped me to secure 
a grant of $140,000 from the China Medical 
Board to provide pulmonary rehabilitation 
for patients with COPD. I believe that what 
I learned at Yale will continue to affect for my 
whole life.

Now, Professor Yan is mentoring her second 
(Western Hunan) Chia Fellow at Xiangya. Her 
experience through the Chia Fellowship—from 
Chia Fellow to local leader to Chia mentor of 
health professionals from Western Hunan—
beautifully exemplifies the goals of the Chia 
Fellowship. 

Residency Training
In recent years China has sought to develop 
national standards for residency training, and 
officials have examined different residency 
training models throughout the country. In 
November, Vice Premier LIU Yandong, whose 
portfolio includes medical training, traveled to 
Xiangya School of Medicine to give an important 
speech. In the speech, she recognized Xiangya’s 
100-year history, its long and deep connection 
to Yale-China and Yale University, and the 
outstanding progress in developing Xiangya’s 
residency training program. She named Xiangya 
the Hunan Province residency training hub for 
more than 15 hospital systems, and let the school 
know that their residency training model was 
among the top five in the nation.

What a testimony to the long-term commitment of 
Yale-China, and to the work of Professors Robert 
Rohrbaugh and Barry Wu from the Yale School 
of Medicine! This devotion has been recognized 
by our Xiangya partners. Recently, Dr. ZHOU Yu 
of Xiangya Second Hospital visited Yale to study 
the residency programs. The recommendations 
from her trip are already being implemented in 
Changsha, but she had this to say about the work 
of Professors Rohrbaugh and Wu.

In the past eight years, Yale University 
professors Robert Rohrbaugh and Barry Wu 
and the Yale-China Association have dedicated 
themselves to helping move forward the 
outstanding residency training program at 
Xiangya (School of Medicine) through passing 
on Yale’s advanced experience in residency 
training. Integrating Chinese conditions, 
they have assisted Xiangya’s three affiliated 
hospitals in establishing an effective residency 
training model that has gained recognition at 
the national level. The key suggestions they 
have made and guidance they have imparted 
have influenced not only Xiangya’s residency 
training experience but that of the entire 
nation as well. Xiangya holds deep gratefulness 
for their unselfish assistance, and looks forward 
to even more profound collaboration and 
friendship in the future. 

–Dr. ZHOU Yu, Vice Director, Medical Affairs Office, 
Xiangya Second Hospital

Continued on next page

Yale-China delegates from the Xiangya Hospital Centennial trip embark on an excursion up the Great Wall in October 2014. Yale-China Trustee and 
Professor Nancy Reynolds (Yale School of Nursing), Director of Yale School of Medicine Office of International Medical Student Education Anne Kellett, and 
Yale-China Trustee and Associate Professor Kris Fennie (Florida International University School of Nursing).
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While the work of Professors Rohrbaugh 
and Wu and others from Yale has been 
crucial, our partners in the Xiangya Residency 
Training Working Group have translated not 
only language, but ideas, suggestions, and 
thoughts into workable, measurable outcomes 
in the development of their residency training 
programs. This collaboration—and the 
relationships both personal and professional 
that have grown from it—is a testimony to the 
spirit of mutuality that has permeated Yale-China 
from the very earliest days.

XYOAA-YCA Scholarship
“I wouldn’t even be here if it weren’t for 
Yale-China and Xiangya [School of Medicine].” 
This grateful pronouncement from one of 
the Xiangya Overseas Alumni Association 
Scholarship donors echoes a sentiment that 
we have heard time and again over the years: 
Yale-China teachers and professors have greatly 
influenced Xiangya students and alums. A 
group of them wanted to give back to their 
alma mater so that other students who were 
less fortunate might be able to come to Xiangya 
School of Medicine for medical, nursing, and 
public health studies. Yale-China’s then executive 
director, Nancy Yao Maasbach, came together 
with leaders of the Xiangya Overseas Alumni 
Association (XYOAA) to dream about what they 
could do. Several meetings later, the idea of a 

scholarship fund emerged, awarded to students 
of Xiangya School of Medicine on the basis 
of financial need, academic excellence, and 
exemplification of the Xiangya spirit to students 
at the Xiangya School of Medicine. Through the 
tireless, continent-crossing efforts of Maasbach, 
Wei CHAO, Liming ZHANG, Bo WANG, and 
Gary ZHOU, the fund met the goal of raising 
$500,000 by the Xiangya Centennial in October 
18, 2014. The celebration was announced at 
a special reception at the Yale-China Xiangya 
House on Xiangya’s campus on October 19. 

Starting in 2015, through a joint effort of XYOAA, 
Yale-China, and Xiangya, students will be selected 
in a competitive process to receive full and half 
scholarships. 

While not all the gifts were sizable in amount, 
all were sizable in spirit. One donor, a student 
in the United States, captured the spirit of the 
scholarship in just a few words:

Although I am still a student now in the U.S. 
with very limited income, I feel obligated to 
support and pay back Yale-China. My little 
support may end up helping students like me 
in Xiangya.

This scholarship program will have an impact 
not only for the ten years of the scholarship 
disbursements to recipients, but for years to 
come as those individuals practice medicine and 
carry out research.

This new XYOAA-YCA Scholarship continues the 
scholarship efforts of Yale-China over the last 
decade, and begins a new chapter of developing 
the potential of students who will become 
China’s next generation of physicians, nurses, 
and public health practitioners. 

Student and Resident Exchanges
Each year, nearly 10% of Yale School of Medicine 
students go to Xiangya for clinical exchange 
rotations in various departments. Xiangya is 
the most popular international rotation for 
Yale medical students. For many, this is a first 
experience of another medical system. It is eye-
opening to observe the same scientifically-based 
medicine practiced in a different cultural and 
social setting.   

Conversely, 10 or more students come from 
Xiangya to Yale for rotations lasting a month 
or longer. These students have opportunities 
to learn about the U.S. healthcare system and 
interact with Yale medical students and residents, 
doctors, and faculty, while also experiencing 
American culture.

Mutuality is a central characteristic of this and 
other programs. As Yale and Xiangya doctors 
individually learn about the practice of medicine 
in our two countries, ideas and best practices 
flow in both directions, influencing each school.

A Long Tradition: Nurses and nurse-trainers in the Yale-China family. Maude Pettus (seated), head nurse of the Xiangya Hospital from 1940-1945; Associate Professor of 
Nursing Patricia Ryan-Krause, adviser to Chia Fellows in 2011; Professor of Nursing Marjorie Funk, adviser to Chia Fellows in 1999 and 2011; Ann Williams, former Professor of 
Nursing, (who led train-the-trainer programs for HIV/AIDS clinical work in China in the 1990s), adviser to Chia Fellows in 2001, 2005, and 2006, and Acting Executive Director of 
Yale-China from 2008-2009; Associate Professor of Nursing Linda Honan, developer of the visual and auditory training program (with music professor Thomas C. Duffy), featured 
conference speaker at “Looking Is Not Seeing, Listening Is Not Hearing" delivered at Xiangya School of Medicine and the Xiangya Hospitals in 2014.
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Ethics Fellowship
There is a growing need in China today for 
clarity in the training of medical and research 
ethics that aligns with international standards 
and addresses Chinese circumstances. For 
example, what constitutes “informed consent” of 
human research subjects, in what circumstances 
must it be sought, and how should it be 
documented and reviewed? Thus, the purpose 
of the China Bioethics Program is to establish 
a comprehensive collaborative program for 
international research, ethics education, and 
curriculum development.

Led by Yale-China health programs committee 
member Associate Professor Kaveh Khoshnood, 
along with Drs. Yongquan TIAN and Xin ZHANG 
at Xiangya School of Medicine, bioethics 
program team members have been working 
to develop a comprehensive ethics program. 
Other active members of the Yale team 
include: Robert Levine, Sandy Alfano, Madelon 
Baranoski, Annette Ackerman, Susan Bouregy, 
Steve Latham, Hongping Tian (former Yale-
China Director of Health Programs), Lucy Yang, 
and Mike Packevicz.

To date, the program has provided training to 
13 Ethics Fellows and four PhD students, and 
conducted workshops attended by several 
hundred doctors, researchers, students, and 
residents. In addition, the program has hosted 
faculty delegations from Xiangya and sent faculty 
to Xiangya. In China, partners have created a 
resource website in ethics, developed new ethics 
courses, and established the Center for Medical 
Ethics at Xiangya School of Medicine. 

The program continues to move forward, with 
the work becoming part of the training and 
research program at Xiangya School of Medicine, 
and even spreading throughout Central South 
University as well, affecting thousands of faculty, 
residents, and students, who will in turn have a 
positive impact on many patients and research 
participants in Changsha and beyond.

Our Future
The challenges for health care professionals in 
China are significant. Yale-China has played a 
crucial part in the development of health care and 
health care training in Changsha and Kunming. 
From female health professionals in the Chia 

Fellowships, to Yale professors going to Xiangya, 
to students and residents from both Xiangya and 
Yale coming to experience a new world—all these 
have played an essential part in the bi-directional 
learning that has taken place over many years. 

But where will we go in the future? Yale-China is a 
small organization that builds networks between 
people and institutions; Yale-China takes time 
to discern new needs and new directions and 
Yale-China carefully looks for opportunities to 
share, to learn, to facilitate capacity building 
and relationship building. The opportunities 
today are myriad: an aging population; health 
effects of environmental degradation; smoking 
cessation; treatment of chronic diseases; mental 
health; diabetes; and so on. As we expand into 
new areas, we will build upon   the strengths 
of existing programs. And still more might be 
said for expanding Yale-China’s footprint beyond 
Changsha and Kunming: there are interesting 
connections with people and institutions in Hong 
Kong, to name just one possibility. 

While there are many possibilities, the process of 
discernment—to be carried out jointly with our 
partners—has only just begun.

Medical care and activities continued 
unabated during the war years. This 
photo, circa 1942, shows the work of 
Xiangya’s surgeons and nurses despite 
the horrific events outside the hospital.
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annie lin
Senior Program Officer, Arts

arts
Until recently, Yale-China programming in the arts 
was opportunistic and occasional, with the most 
notable success being the 1980s adaptation for the 
stage of The Joy Luck Club that was performed in 
Shanghai through a partnership with New Haven’s 
Long Wharf Theatre. In the last five years, arts 
programs at Yale-China have become a regular, varied 
part of our activities and thinking. This is supported 
by an arts committee drawn from the faculty of the 
Yale Schools of Architecture, Art, Drama, and Music 
and a partnership with the New Haven International 
Festival of Arts and Ideas.

The first emerging impact of the arts initiatives is 
Yale-China’s service in New Haven beyond the Yale 
community. The presence of year-round exhibits in 
the Bierwirth Room at Yale-China has enabled staff 
to engage the general public and lead educational 
workshops for almost 200 students with their teachers 
and counselors from New Haven Public Schools and 

LEAP (an academic and social enrichment program 
for youth in New Haven). These workshops exercise 
visual literacy skills, which empower the students to 
glean their own fact-based conclusions from visual 
data. Through the exhibit series, New Haven students 
have learned about the Hong Kong handover, rural 
conditions and farming, the competitive education 
system, marriage customs, late imperial dress and 
cultural practices, and the experiences of Chinese-
American families coming to New Haven.

The underserved interest in Chinese culture from 
residents of New Haven gave Yale-China the incentive 
to produce a Chinese New Year celebration as a 

showcase of Chinese culture, crafts, art, and food. 
Called Lunarfest, it is a three-way collaboration 
among Yale-China, Yale University’s Council on East 
Asian Studies, and the 153-year-old New Haven 
Museum, supported by the Office of the Mayor 
and local businesses. In its fourth year, Lunarfest 

brings together over three dozen artists, teachers, 
and volunteers from campus and the greater New 
Haven community with over 1,000 participants from 
the general public. 

Yale-China’s impact in New Haven escalated when 
two prominent local residents propelled efforts to 
produce a conference on the changing role of women 
in China—a mobilizing subject that brought together 
18 speakers from Yale, New Haven, Washington D.C., 
China, and beyond with over 125 attendees to discuss 
women in healthcare, society, and leadership. The 
keynote was a performance of Tan Dun’s Nu Shu: The 
Secret Songs of Women (a multimedia composition 
for solo harp, orchestra, and microfilms) and a small 
exhibit at the conference with artifacts from the Xi’an 
Women Cultural Museum. The exhibit and Tan Dun’s 

piece documented and responded to a centuries-
old secret language passed down from mother to 
daughter in a village in Hunan Province. Not for the 
first time, our affection for Hunan strengthened the 
rationale for an interesting program. 

“I just want my son to know more about 
Chinese culture. To my surprise, I also learned 
a lot about Chinese musical instruments, 
which I didn't know before, even though  
I am Chinese.” 

– Lunarfest 2013 attendee

“As a medical student, it is the first time that I 
feel art and music have a great power for us to 
learn health better.”
–Xiangya students at the 2014 conference in China 
on arts and health intersections

“Our distance, whether they are geographical, 
cultural, or curricular, diminish when we 
integrate the arts into healthcare education.” 
–Linda Honan, Yale School of Nursing

The New Initiative: Mobilization, Communication, and Intersection through the Arts
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In 2013, Yale-China exhibited the profiles of twelve major figures from its history at the Exchange Square rotunda in 
Hong Kong; the exhibit was titled “Graced with Double Vision: Pillars of the Yale-China Legacy” and was part of the 
60th anniversary celebration of the partnership between Yale-China and New Asia College of The Chinese University of 
Hong Kong. Special guests included current and past executive administrators of both institutions, trustees, alumni, and a 
seventy-piece Yale Glee Club at the conclusion of its China tour. 

The New Initiative: Mobilization, Communication, and Intersection through the Arts
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As New Haven became a more vibrant geographic 
focus for program work, Yale-China acted on the 
special power of the arts as a catalyst for new 
interdisciplinary approaches to cross-cultural 
exchange and community engagement. 

Several years ago, two professors at Yale, Thomas 
C. Duffy (School of Music) and Linda Honan 
(School of Nursing), developed a three-hour 
experience for nursing students; the experience 
was a scientific intervention that engaged the 
aural diagnostic skills of its subjects through 
an intensive training, which developed the skills 
to discriminate musical characteristics, such as 
rhythm, masking, and soundscapes. Acting on 
the initiative of this interdisciplinary collaboration, 
Yale-China and Xiangya faculty brought Professor 
Duffy and Professor Honan to Xiangya Medical 
School in Changsha to speak to over 80 top 
students in medicine, nursing, and public health 
on the intersections between health and the arts. 
The two professors also lectured at the Central 

South University School of Art and Architecture, 
which inspired the art students to consider their 
own creative potential in collaborating with their 
peers in health. 

Perhaps Yale-China’s most telling demonstration 
of the impact the arts can have in interdisciplinary 
collaboration is the Arts Fellowship. This year, 
supported by the Hong Kong Economic and Trade 
Office of New York, two Hong Kong artists are in 
residence living, learning, and creating in New 
Haven. These Arts Fellows—a choreographer and 
a sculptor—are interested in art that socializes, 

relates, and bridges disciplines. Together, they 
have engaged people from the four Yale arts 
schools in music, drama, art, and architecture, 
as well as other Yale entities such as the 
undergraduate population, the dance alliance, and 
the School of Forestry and Environmental Studies; 
beyond Yale, the artists have engaged artists, 
educators, non-profit managers, churches, and a 

range of community members. They have created 
impromptu art on the streets, led workshops 
for youth and adults, presented their ideas to 
the public, and collaborated with individuals in 
the community at Yale and in New Haven. This 
multidisciplinary approach exemplifies the power 
of the arts to inspire new forms of communication 
and engagement across disciplines. The Fellows 
will return to Hong Kong in the summer, and 
spend the next year working on a project to be 
presented at the International Festival of Arts and 
Ideas in June 2016—a platform that will propel the 
work of these two emerging artists before a wider 
American public. We hope that this will become a 
regular artist residency program developing new 
and stronger ties between the arts communities 
in Hong Kong and the United States.

The impact of the arts program is tangible. From 
shared art-making between American and Chinese 
artists to communicating stories, issues, and 
culture through music and visual art, Yale-China 
strengthens the pursuit of its vision of Chinese and 
Americans working together, sharing experiences, 
and learning from each other. 

“This kind of person-to-person development 
has been the hallmark of Yale-China’s 
successes in education and public health 
in China for over 100 years. Together we 
might just have an opportunity to put 
artists at the center, if not in China widely, 
at least in our work together in advancing 
the human condition.” 
– Mary Lou Aleskie, International Festival 
of Arts and Ideas 

“We presented our work to both the medical 
community and the arts community, and 
engaged in a robust exchange of thoughts 
about medicine and education. The visit was 
perfectly framed by the surroundings—a 
modern medical hospital across the street 
from the century-old original redstone 
hospital, which hosted this conference to 
consider new ways of thinking about the 
millennia-old practice of medical training. 
The visit was the perfect blend of business 
and interpersonal exchanges.” 
 –Thomas C. Duffy, Yale School of Music

“The Hong Kong Economic and Trade 
Office of New York is pleased to partner 
with the Yale-China Association in this 
special program for two Hong Kong 
artists. We look forward to their work 
continuing to develop back in Hong Kong, 
inspiring young and emerging artists 
to explore their potential impact beyond 
Hong Kong`s shores. The development of 
the West Kowloon cultural district and 
repurposing of buildings in the central 
business district for the arts and cultural 
sector are being matched by our investment 
in talented Hong Kong people. We hope 
to see many friends from New York, New 
Haven, Louisville, and Hong Kong at 
the special premiere of the Arts Fellows 
at the 2016 International Festival of 
Arts and Ideas!” 
–Claudia Yeung, Hong Kong Economic and 
Trade Office of New York



Spotlight on the H K E T O-N Y Arts Fellows

ABOUT THE YALE-CHINA ARTS FELLOWSHIP

The Yale-China Arts Fellowship is a specially crafted 
18-month experience for emerging professional 
Chinese artists. Fellows spend six months in 
residence in New Haven learning from practicing 
artists and professors at Yale and in the greater 
New Haven area, while developing a project 
of their own to be showcased a year after their 
residency. Through this arts fellowship, Yale-China 
aims to strengthen the creative voice in the U.S.-
China relationship through the collaboration and 
dialogue of leaders in the arts. 

Yale-China is honored to partner with the Hong 
Kong Economic and Trade Office, New York 
(HKETO-NY), International Festival of Arts and 
Ideas, and Yale University to bring this program 
to life in New Haven and beyond.

Parry Ling in his own words
About goals…
In the first three months of my residence in New 
Haven, through participating in a variety of courses 
and events at Yale University and meeting different 
communities in New Haven, I not only develop my 
artistic view, but also realize that every party usually 
faces challenges in communicating with the public 
about their actions in sustainability.

Through these six months, I would like to 
investigate how the people think about food and 
environmental issues. Then I will bring materials 
back to Hong Kong to further develop and research 
my project.

The characteristics of my research are:

• Arts as survey and observation
• Arts as a platform for public engagement 

and forum
• Arts as discovery

About his projects…
In February 2015, Parry auctioned off $100 at 
Yale-China’s annual fundraiser as a part of the silent 
auction. 

“The Value of a Hundred-Dollar Bill” was 
controversial for the silent auction because it asked 
why the guests participated in the silent auction. 
It is a kind of mini-community experiment. When 
there is a chance to get the real $100 cash note at 
a lower price, would people be willing to pay more 
than its value for charity? Obviously, there were not 
many people who bid. This phenomenon indicated 
that there might be two different perceptions at the 
charity auction. While the organizer considers the 
auction as a charitable event, the participants might 
treat the auction as a chance to buy something for 
a good deal only.

My last few works such as the winter rope sculpture, 
compost coffee graffiti, the auctioning of a $100 
bill, and the tongyuen workshop looked into the 
role of art in the community. My upcoming work 
titled “To go…” is a series installation and dining 
experience about the meaning of food. “To go…” is 
delighted by the takeaway culture. In this project, I 
would like to slow down our pace and review what 
we tasted and actually ate.

Parry Ling 
Parry Ling is a sculptor and cross-disciplinary visual artist based in Hong 
Kong. As a graduate of The Chinese University of Hong Kong and the 
Hong Kong Baptist University, Parry has received awards and exhibited 
multiple works, including video installations, performance art, and other 
visual art in a variety of locales in Hong Kong. In addition to lecturing in 
the Academy of Visual Arts at Hong Kong Baptist University, Parry has 
exhibited in 1a space gallery, A-lift gallery, Osage Gallery, Hong Kong 
Arts Centre, Hui Gallery at The Chinese University of Hong Kong, and 
Hong Kong Baptist University. Parry has explored topics such as social 
identity, politics, and the environment.

HKETO-NY Arts 
Fellow Parry Ling 
works with a visual 
art student at the 
ACES Educational 
Center for the Arts 
during a workshop 
on Chinese scales.
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Yang Hao in his own words 
About goals…
I see the six months residency program as a chance 
to find my own artistic approach. This approach 
can accompany me for many years, even the 
entirety of my life. I feel very free on campus, 
taking classes and hanging out in the library and 
studio. I don’t know when or where I will find my 
individual approach. I just open myself to what 
is in front of me now. The weather, the people, 
the culture, the language—I couldn’t understand 
them well. The painting I don’t understand. All 
the understanding and misunderstanding are the 
inspirations of my approach. 

[During the residency], I want to keep working in this 
way. It’s very enjoyable, even though sometimes I 
was perplexed about finding a new idea to dance, 
or continuing a phrase of movements. But I know 
I have the freedom to do things I have the will to 
do. I think the results of my practice will develop 
as a concrete idea or philosophy. It will take a long 
time, but it’s really worth the wait. Working it out 
is the best thing to do.

The freedom I have now helps me to build my own 
language, so my goal is to make my ideas and my 
language more concrete. 

About community… 
Art is not just for presentation. It might lose sight 
of thinking about how to connect to community. 

When I start to plan my research and creation, 
I want to find a subject by myself and develop it 
with other artist. With this idea, I start to look for 
anything in my study and daily life. Although I had 
taken a number of classes, I still couldn’t find a 
subject to develop. So I have a question to myself, 
“What kind of work can I develop that connects to 
this community and at the same time expresses 
myself through dance?”

I find there is no subject like that, and even if there 
is, I am still not interested in it yet. In this situation 
I plan to choreograph a piece first rather than find 
a subject. To connect with other artists and start 
from scratch is a way for me. There will be no 
limitation and it will connect to the community.

About a class on post-modern dance…
The class is getting more interesting when we 
learned about Trio A from its choreographer 
Yvonne Rainer. This dance’s motivating power is 
to refuse ballet and tradition. It is called pedestrian 
dance, which means that anyone who wants to can 
dance it. It is public dancing. But in this dance, 
every movement and gaze is very precise and 
choreographed. Not every learner can achieve the 
technical choreography, but it opens the door for 
people to get into dance. This piece has a standard 
while at the same time, there is no standard.

Yang Hao
Yang Hao is a contemporary dancer-choreographer based in Hong 
Kong. Yang Hao grew up in Chongqing and studied in Beijing until 
he moved to Hong Kong to study at the Hong Kong Academy for 
Performing Arts in 2007. In addition to teaching dance in Hong 
Kong, Yang Hao has toured with the Chinese Opera and Dance 
Drama Theater, China Song and Dance Troupe from Guangzhou, 
Guangdong Modern Dance Company, and the City Contemporary 
Dance Company. Most recently, Yang Hao has choreographed several 
pieces, including Autorun (2011), Rush (2013), Cube at the Seoul 
International Dance Festival, Outspoken (2014) at the Hong Kong 
Arts Festival, and Nothing…but something (2014) with Alice Rensy.

16
HKETO-NY Arts Fellow Yang Hao works with New 
Haven Ballet students on modern dance floor technique.



jonathan green
Director of Finance and Operations

finance

The Yale-China Association’s financial position is healthy. We weathered 
the economic downturn by implementing a dynamic fundraising strategy 
and monitoring our expenses carefully. We rely in important ways on our 
institutional partnerships, some more than 100 years strong. Their support 
and commitment give us confidence that our programs and the broader 
relationships are valued. The following highlight of financial information is 
taken from our June 30, 2014 audited financial statements. The full financial 
statements are available on request.

Footprint

The Association is funded by individual contributions, grants, and earnings 
from endowed and managed funds. All sources of funding are material and 
essential to our work. We also receive in-kind support from our institutional 
partners in the U.S., China and Hong Kong.

The Association’s net assets at fiscal year-end on June 30, 2014 were 
$15,144,097, a 13% increase over the prior year’s $13,374,477. The unusually 
large increase was attributable to market appreciation and a one-time event, 
the establishment of the James R. Lilley Memorial Gift Fund for Yale-China.

Impact

The management team keeps a keen eye on how funds are used within 
the Association and strives for maximum impact. During fiscal year 2014, 
86% of funds were spent on achieving the Association’s mission through 
programming. Of that amount, the majority of the funds were spent on 
our Education portfolio, followed by programming in Health, Arts, and 
Community Events.

Future

Yale-China’s strength as an Association of long-term partners, contributors, 
alumni, and friends is evident in the 264 contributions we received during the 
fiscal year. Gifts from individuals totaled 43% of our contributions, followed 
by in-kind support from institutional partners, corporate and foundation 
gifts, and special events. We celebrate each gift – be it large or small – and 
know each dollar given is a thank you and acknowledgement of our work.

Kind regards,

Jonathan B. Green, J.D.
Director of Finance and Operations                          
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n Programming 
n Management 
n Fundraising

n Education 
n Health 
n Arts 
n Community Events

 $1,486,517 

n Individual Gifts 
n Institutional Partners In-Kind Support 
n Corporations and Foundations 
n Special Events

n Endowment 
n Contributions
n Grants 

$1,725,533 

How are the Association’s operations funded? Where do the Association’s contributions come from?

How does the Association use its funds? How does the Association spend on programming?

2014 Financial Report
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 $1,725,533 

$90,371
5%

$148,645
9%

$1,486,517
86%

$14,865

$683,798

$118,921

$668,933

$91,549

$191,028

$10,769

$152,000

 $445,346 

$896,812$383,375

$445,346
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Please consider a gift
The James R. Lilley Memorial Gift Fund For Yale-China will promote understanding between 
Chinese and American people through programs in the arts, education, health, and public 
service. Our work in the classroom, the hospital, and the community bring life-changing 
experiences to thousands of people each year. Teaching and learning are the heart of our 
work. At Yale-China we believe that individuals—and individual organizations—can be 
a force for making the world more peaceful and humane. Your contribution will prepare 
the best and brightest of today’s young adults to follow Ambassador Lilley’s example of 
leadership and service.

An example of a program that will benefit from your gift is our century-long Teaching 
Fellowship. The Yale-China Teaching Fellowship based at Xiuning Middle School in rural 
Anhui province allows for rich and meaningful interactions between the future leaders of 
China and the U.S. Elements of the Yale-China Teaching Fellowship include:

• Two-year service term
• Immersion in a Chinese community
• Leadership of student service projects 
• English language instruction
• Chinese language study
• Exploration of Chinese culture

Your contribution to our target of $1MM will forever guarantee that Ambassador Lilley’s call 
for mutually beneficial bonds between the U.S. and China is answered by young adults who 
aspire to his example.

James R. Lilley
Ambassador James R. Lilley (Yale ’51) was a tireless public servant. Born and raised in China, 
his distinctive career included commitments as chief U.S. envoy to Taiwan (1981-1984), 
U.S. Ambassador to South Korea (1986-1989), and U.S. Ambassador to China (1989-1991). 
Ambassador Lilley stands apart as the only lead U.S. representative to serve in mainland 
China and Taiwan. The family of James R. Lilley chose the Yale-China Association to be 
the sole recipient of gifts in honor of the late James R. Lilley.

President George H. W. Bush, Honorary Chair
President Bush is honored to serve as honorary Chair of the James R. Lilley Memorial 
Gift Fund for Yale-China.

Following Richard Nixon’s 1972 diplomatic visit to China, President Bush served as Chief 
of the U.S. Liaison Office in the People’s Republic of China (1974-1975). His early service 
was instrumental in strengthening U.S.-China ties during an uncertain era. Ambassador 
Lilley continued this important legacy by later serving as President Bush’s own envoy 
to China (1989-1991), representing the United States exceptionally during many critical 
moments. President Bush commemorates the life and work of a man for whom he holds 
“enormous respect,” his dear friend and colleague, James R. Lilley.

For more information, please visit www.yalechina.org/Lilley_fund

To donate to the James R. Lilley Memorial Gift Fund  
please visit www.yalechina.org/give or mail your donation to: 

Yale-China Association, Box 6023 Hamden, CT 06517
Yale-China Association n  203-432-0884 n  yale-china@yale.edu n  www.yalechina.org

THE JAMES R. LILLEY MEMORIAL 
GIFT FUND FOR YALE-CHINA

President George H. W. Bush, Honorary Chair

[It reassures me] to know that when diplomatic relations…[are] 
fraught, organizations like Yale-China are out there building 
relationships on the ground, person-to-person. 

—Ambassador James R. Lilley, June 2008

Front cover of China Hands, written by James R. Lilley and Jeff Lilley

Teaching Fellow Aaron Reiss with his students at Xiuning Middle School.



THE JAMES R. LILLEY MEMORIAL 
GIFT FUND FOR YALE-CHINA

President George H. W. Bush, Honorary Chair

the trustees and staff  
of the yale-china association are 

deeply grateful for all those whose  
gifts make our work possible.

雅礼协会的

理事与全体职员

   深深感谢您的馈赠，

    使我们的努力工作得以继续。
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MISSION  The Yale-China Association (雅礼协会) inspires people to learn and serve together. Founded in 1901 by graduates 
of Yale University, we foster long-term relationships that improve education, health, and cultural understanding in 
China and the United States.

VISION  We envision a U.S.-China relationship of mutual understanding and profound respect nurtured by collaboration 
among individuals and institutions.

VALUES Mutual Respect: We value direct personal relationships and two-way exchanges characterized by mutual benefit, 
independence, trust, and understanding.

 Personal Growth and Responsibility: We encourage participants and program alumni to become leading 
contributors to a more peaceful, just and sustainable world.

 Program Focus: Relevance, Excellence, Impact, Innovation: We focus our work on regions and sectors where 
there is great need. We seek to implement high-quality programming with long-term impact and significant cross-
cultural interchange. 

Education was the original mission of the Yale-
China Association at its founding in 1901, and 
that tradition continues to this day through a 
variety of programs encompassing fellowships, 
exchanges, and internships.

Yale-China has been engaged with health 
education in China since the early years of the 
20th century when Yale-China founded medical 
institutions in Hunan Province that remain major 
centers of medical education and care to this day.

A series of new programs, including an arts 
festival, interdisciplinary exchanges, conferences, 
and an eighteen-month arts fellowship, focuses 
explicitly on the arts as an exciting medium for 
inspiring people to learn and serve together.

ArtsHealthEducation

www.yalechina.org

ABOUT THE YALE-CHINA ASSOCIATION


